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CSMON-LIFE targeted untrained citizens, involving them in 
monitoring several target species for raising awareness and 

collecting data on several environmental issues:  
Climate change 

Air quality 
Rare species 

Invasive alien species 
Marine ecosystems 













CSMON-LIFE: some figures

Ca. 15000 citizens involved 
Ca. 25.000 observations collected 

15-20.000.000 citizens informed through media activities 

...and several BioBlitz, “Scoprinatura” events, two contests 
and “weeks with the exper” for schools, networking, and 

much, much more. 





Lombardia Region is replicating the approach of CSMON-
LIFE in its regional biodiversity network, the 
“Osservatorio Regionale della Biodiversità”.

LIFE project PAN-LIFE, which operates in Calabria, 
replicated the approach of CSMON-LIFE in its 

involvement activities.

The project WikiPlantBase is working for implementing 
the CSMON-LIFE technology in its system, hence 

allowing an increased data flow from “casual” users. 





20 target species

600 untrained participants

30 locations

1 hour

2000 observations

25% error rate











Lesson learnt:

“Local” environmental issues are more “attractive” 
than global issues 





Lesson learnt:

When developing top-down activities, a correct balance 
between education and science is mandatory. 





Lesson learnt:

In Italy social media, at the moment, do not perform as 
“classic” media do in engaging citizens. 

furthermore..... 





Lesson learnt:

We do not only need to provide a general feedback, but also 
demonstrate that citizen activities lead to a scientific and/or 

policy outcome (the latter especially at local level) 





Lesson learnt:

It’s citizen, but also science. 
Without a solid validation pipeline, data will be useless for 

research and decision making. 
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